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King and Confeſſor. 


NR Ethelred by his firſt 
Queen (who was Daughter 
of the Earl of Thorett) had 
| Iffue, Edmond Sirnamed Iron-„ 
fide, by reaſon of his Invincible Va- 
lour and Strength of Body. And 
by Emme his ſecond Queen (Daughter 
of theDuke of Normardy)he had a ſe- 
cond Son Alfred, our S 


: for | 1 


"© * 


8 


2 The Life of St. Edward 
ſor Edward being encloſed -in , the 
" Casket of his Mothers Womb, yet 
(by the Diſpoſition of him tha 
worketh all things, according to the 
Wiſdom of his Divine Will, and by 
*the Almighty Power of his Supreme 
Sovereignty, governeth and diſ- 
poſeth of all earthly Kingdoms at 
his Pleaſure) was before both his 
eldeſt Brethren, declared to be im- 
_mediate Succeſſor to his Father. 
For King Ethelred having call'd an 
Aſſembly of the Lords ſpiritual and 
Temporal, to conſider on the State 
of Affairs of the Kingdom (which 
by ſome terrible Prognoſtications 
they apprehended to be in Danger 
of future Deſtruction) and upon 
Debate it was reſolv'd, that to de- 
-clare a Succeſſor to the Crown was 
a Conſequence of the higheſt Im- 
portance · to prevent the threaten'd 
Calamities aud for preſerving the 
Safety of the Realm, | 


| There- 


elect Alfred, by which Means they 


tent Lord of Heaven, forſeeing the 


ture Death of the other, by his Di- 


pected. But in a ſhort time all 


King and Confeſſor. 3 
Therefore ſome were of Opinion, 

Edmond was moſt proper to be de- 
clar'd Succeſſor by Reaſon of his 
great Courage and ability of Body. 
Others thought it more politick to 


ſhou'd contract a firm Alliance with 
the Normans ;” the preſent Richard 
Duke of Normandy being his Un- 
cle. a an 
But the Omniſcient and Omnipo- 


ſhort Life of the one and the imma- 


vinelaſpiration and no other Motive, 
changed all their Opinions to the 
Infant ſtill concealed in the dark en- 
cloſier of the Womb and unani- 
moully elected and Declared him 
their King. And accordingly all 
the Nobility with great Satisfaction, 
Swore Allegiance to their new 
Prince, whoſe uncertain Birth with 
great Hope and Eagerneſs they ex- 


3 Doubts 


6 


Me 1 diſperſed for 
to the great and inexpreſſible Joy of 
the — the Bleſſed King Edward 
was Born. Soon after which the 
Danes with great Power and Cruelty 
invaded, the Realm of England, waſt- 
ing and e e great Part of 
it by Fire and Sword ; which moved 
_ King, Ethelred to ſend his Queen and 
her Children into Normandy, to avoid 
the Danger of the Daniſh Cruelties, 
where our Princely: -Edward remain- 
ed in his Uncle's Houſe. among other 
Princes of the like tender Years. 
He was always obſerved to re- 
„frain thoſe Vices which Youth are 
commonly addicted to. He was of 
a chaſte Mind, ſparing of Speech, 

plain in his AQio! is and jure in 
his Affections. His chief Delight 
was to frequent Churches, to "be 
conſtant in his De votions, einecially 
at the holy Sacrifice. of the Maſs, 
to viſit Mouaſteries and Religious 


Houſes and 10 create ſtrid Leagues 
255 of 


King and Confeſſor. 5 
of Friendſhip with ſuch Monks as 
were moſt worthy of eſteem for 
their ſingular Piety and holineſs of 

During, which time the Danes 
committed ſuch horrible Outrages 
in the Kingdom of England, that all 
Parts were laid waſte by their dread- 
ful Deſtruction and Slaughter; and 
nothing appear'd more Melancholy 
than this Scene of Sorrow, Lament- 


ation and, Deſolation, Churches 


were burnt, Monaſteries thrown 
down and the Religious turned out 
of their Convents, were compelled 
to flie into ſecret and deſart Places, 
to bewaile the commoa Miſeries of 
their diſtreſſed Country. When 
with other holy Men the venerable 
Brithwold Biſhop of Wincheſter as full 
of Agony and Compaſſion, as Grief 
and Sorrow could fill a pious Heart 
retired to the Monaſtery of Gluſſen- 
bury putting his whole Confidence 
in Prayers and Supplications to Al- 

B 3 mighty 


6 The Life of St. Edward 
mighty God. Where as in great 
abundance he pour'd out his Pray- 
ers with Sorrowful Tears for the de- 
livery of the Kingdom and People 
fromi theſe greivous Calamities, at 
length he burſt out into ſuch like 
Words, ſaying, And thou O Lord 
* how long? how long doeſt thou turn 
© away thy Face? doeſt thou forget 
* our Miſeries and Afflictions? Pſal. 
© 12. 43, 87. They have ſlain thy 


c Saints, deſtroy'd thy Altars, and there 


i, none that can redeem us nor bring 
© Health unto us. Dan. 3. I know O 
© Lord, I know that whatever thou 
© haſt done unto us, is by thy juſt 
Judgment done. But what wilt thou 
© for ever caſt us of ? and wilt thou not 
© bepin to be more pacified as yet? Eſal. 
©-8.When when (O Lord God )ſhall 


© there be anEnd of theſe Calamities ? 


© Or will the Sword of thy Wrath 
© for ever exerciſe his Cruelty, and 


' 
„ 


© make a general Slaughter among 


© us? At length amidſt theſe Prayers 
and 


King and Confeſſor. 7 
and Tears a ſweet Slumber ſeaſed 
his Sorrowful Senſes; and as in a 
Dream he beheld the bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle St. Peter in an eminent Place, 
and King Edward clad in Royal 
Robes ſtanding before him with an 
amiable Countenance, in a moſt Ma- 
jeſtick and decent manner, unto 
whom the.holy Apoſtle ( having firſt 
with his own Hands conſecrated 
and annointed him King) piouſly re- 
commended ſome Admonitions and 
Precepts concerning the Health and 
everlaſting Salvation of his Soul, but 
above all a ſingle Life. He alſo re- 
vealed unto him how many Vears he 
ſhould Reign and Govern his King- 
dom. The Biſhop amazed at this 
ſtrange Viſion, humbly petitioned 
the Apoſtle to "make known to him 
the Myſtery thereof, and likewiſe, 
what was the preſent State of the 
Realm, and when their wofull 
Miſeries would be at an End. To 
whom the Apoſtle with a pleaſing 
Countenance replied, This 


* 


8 This A Kingdom is our, Lords, c Ge 


who wilt reign over the Sens of || to 
Men, he it is that transfereth © tr 


Kingdoms and changeth Empires, © Cj 
and to puniſh the Sins of the People © ev 
giveth. the Government to able 
Hipocrite. By Sin the People have „Bil 
offended our Lord, who hath de- © wa; 


livered them Captive into the Hands & {w; 
of the Gentiles, and their hateful | © bel 
Enemies, and Strangers have ob- aft 
tained Sovereignty over them. But cor 
© God will not forget to be merciful nei- of! 
ether in bis Ire will he contain his T 


© Mercy from you, Pſal. 76. And it were 
© ſhall come to paſs after thy Death Prid 
that our Lord will viſit his People mon 
and work their Redemption. For | mucl 
© he. hath, elected a Man according || and 
to his own Heart, who in all Points then 
F +< ſhall fulfill his Will and Pleaſure | -Fide 
and who having by my aſſiſtance | there 
© obtain'd the Kingdom of England, } ſelve. 
© ſhall put a Period to the Daniſh 
Fury. He will be acceptable to | were 


bleſſed and happy End. Bui, the 


Ring end Confeſſor. 9 
* God, grateful to Men, * 
| to his Enemies, loving to his Coun- 
© try, proßtable to the whole 
4 Church, and at length ſhall con- 


elude bis worthy Life with a moſt 


4 Biſhop .enquixing; further of St. Ed- 
© ward's. Poſt erich the Ap 
© {wer'd, the, Kingdom 1 la 
0 * belongeth unto Mod. bimglt⸗ 1 2 
* after this, will provide a King, ac- 
* cording to,,the. Divine Ordinance 
of his own Will 1055 Pleaſure , 
The continued Daniſh, Cmuelties 
were grown to; ſuch a height of 
Pride and Arrogancy that th com- 
mon Miſeries of, the Land were 
much encreaſed, by Civil Diſcord 


and  inward,; Diſſentions amongſt 
.themſclves, all Men diſtruſting the 
Fidelity of each other, ,. knowing 
there was Traytors amongſt.,chem- 
ſelves in all Parts of the-IHflagd..in- 


ſomuch that Truth and Honour 


were corrupted with Falſhood and 


Treachery 


| . 

10 The Lid of St. Edward 
Treachery, Love and Friendſhir 
with Adulation and Hipocriſie an. 
common Converſation was diſguis'd 
with Flattery and Diſſimulation. 
Till at length the Treachery of the 


Enemy prevail'd ſo far, that at the 
Deceaſe of King Ethelred, the great- 
eſt part of the Realm forſook their 
Allegiance to the lawful Heirs of 
Their deceaſed Prince and ſubmitted 


vaded and Barbarouſly waſted the 
Kingdom © 

The mighty Prince Edmond Iron- 
fide in hopes to recover his Right 
and Dignity of the Crown, and to 
revenge the Injuries of his Country, 
did engage the Danes in three ſeveral 
Battles and as often obtained Vic- 
tory over them, but Eadrick Duke 
of the Merci ans, ſoon put a ſtop to 
his promiſing Succeſs, who trea- 
cherouſly and barbarouſly murthered 
him, and afterwards delivered vp 
nn is 


Natives and the Policy of the 


to Canutus, who had wrongfully in- 
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his Children to the Mercileſs Fury 
of the Barharians. 

Alfred St. Edward's elder Brother, 
exaſperated at the unhappy Fate of 
Edmond, foon after with a Fleet of 
twenty five Ships ſet. ſail for England, 
hoping to redreſs the grievous Ca- 
lamities his People laboured un- 
der, but he and his whole Army 


were cut in Pieces by his Rebellious 
| Subjects under the command of God- 


wyn Earl of Kent. 
After their Death St. Eden en- 


tirely deſtitute of all human Aſſiſt- 


ance lived as a Man miſerably ba- 
niſhed his Country, Crown and Dig- 
nity; always dreading the Snares 
of Wickedneſs and diſtruſtful 
of being betrayed (by his own 
Servants) to the Butchery of his 
Enemies. Therefore relying wholly 
on the goodneſs of the Almighty *; 

he humbly proſtrated himſelf before 
the Court of Heaven and uttered 
his Devout Prayers and Lamen- 


tations 


12 The Life of St. Edward 
ations in manner following. Be- 
© hold (O my Lord God) how in 
©ſelf I am deſtitute of all Help and 
Comfort, my neareſt Friends and 
Eindred have forſaken me, my very 
Vi Neighbours and Confederates are 
© ready to ſtand againſt me, and now 
that my Father hath finiſhed his 
© manifold Labours with Death, the 
Cruelty of my Enemies, and tra- 
-© terous Subjects hath devoured” my 
© Brethren and deprived me of their 
* Company, my Nepheus are caſt 
into Baniſhment, and my own 
Mother careleſs of my Safety, is 
given in Marriage to the only En- 
© yyer and Deſtroyer of my Glory. 
And thus defolate and left alone 
© without Comfort, they are not ſa- 
© tisfyed but thirſt alſo for my 
'© Blocd: But left to thee (O Bord) 
„Poor and Miſerable, I truſt thou ing 
will be an Aid and Succour to thy 
poor Orphan. Intimes paſt thou 


penn — preſerve... King 
& © Edwin 


EY 


'/ 
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Edwin delivering him out of the 
© Jaws, of Death, and — 
© him in his Kingdom. Thou did'ſt 
© reſtore that bright Ornament of 
England St. Oſwald from a miſera- 
ble Baniſhment to the Royalty of 
* his Crown, and gave him Conqueſt 
over all his Euemies, by the Virtue: 
© of the holy Croſs. - If now in like 
© manner thou wilt vouchſafe to be 
* my Helper and Keeper and ſettle 
me in my Father's Kingdom, I vom 
ever to acknowledge thee for my God 
and thy Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Peter for 
© my Patrone,whoſe moſt Sacred Reliques 
© #t Rome I promiſe to viſit, under thy 


R a @& 


good Leave, Protection and Govern» 


© ment, Al 
From this time the holy Man 
became more ſtrong in Faith, and 
lively in Hope, confidently expect - 
ing the Will of God, reſigning 
himſelf wholly into the Hands of 
his Divine Providence, and Diſpo- 
ſition. When at length Death re- 
Vil C moving 


14 The Life of St. Edward 
moving Canutuf from his earthly | this 
Throne and had alſo deprived his defir 
Sons of Life in their Minority. The | wiſh 
Engliſh thereby freed fromithe heavy || ſtruc 
Yoke of the Danes ; recalled Edward Nat. 
their lawful Sovereign, wha was | good 
Crowned- at Wincheſter, in the Year || theſc 
1943 by Eadiſius Archbiſhop of Can- with 
terbury. Then the Clergy began to © Thre 
Floriſh again, and to ſhine with | meal 


Wiſdom and Sanity,” Abbies and | Good 
Monaſteries were reſtored to their Pract 
former religious Diſcipline, Church- Fami 
men perform'd their Offices in Peace ¶ ble tc 


and the Commonality their Duties |} Peop 
in order. The very Earth ſeem'd || ftreſ 
to rejoyce at this happy. Reſtauration | He f 
by her more bountiful Productions, || Wher: 
the Air became more / Serene and ing t! 
Wholſome, Nay! the very Ocean one 2 
ceaſed * raging and ſmil'd. All | but al 
Foreign Kings and Princes, amazed || Phan 
and rejoyced at the Sudden happy | Wide 
Change, were deſirous to enter into | Was 
ſtrict Leagues of Amity, and ry ſilenc 


Rig ro Confe Hor. 
this great except Ga 
el of Re xr ie ks ſought and 
wiſh'd nothing more than the De- 
ſtruction and Ruin of the Engliſh 
Nation. Notwithſtanding this the 
good King amidſt the Tranſports of 
theſe Joys, ſeemed neither exalted 
with Pride, nor diſmayed 'at the 
Threats of his Enemies, always 
meaſuring his Greatneſs by his 
Goodneſs. He reſolved on the 
Practice of a devout ' Life, appearing 
Familiar with his Domeſticks, hum- 
ble to Religous Men, Grateful to his 
People, Compaſſionate on the 'Dt- 
ſtreſſed and Bountiful to the Poor.' 
He ſhewed no Reſpect to Perſons 
where Juſtice was concerned, weigh- 
ing the Cauſes of Rich and Poor in 
one and the ſame Ballance of Equity, 
but always a tender Father to Or- 
phans and a Righteous Judge to 
Widows. He gave freely what 
was ask't and received Gifts with 
hlence. Was never ſeen Imperious 


— 
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ſanguine Complection, his Beard and 
Fair Brown. # 


the Cheſt and took out as much Mo- 


—_ _ — — 
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in his Deportment, ſubject to Paſſion got 
or debauched with Gluttony, his the 


contempt of Riches Admirable; not, cat 
diſcontented at Loſs nor rejoyc'd at 
Gain. He was of a comely and 


mean Stature of Body, of a fair 


It happened as the King lay re- 
poſed on his Bed, the Chamberlain 
brought a Sum of Money and put 
into a Cheſt where he uſed to 
keep theTreaſure, which ſtood in the 
Room where the King was and went 
away forgetting to ſhut it. which 
one of the Grooms eſpy'd went to 


ney as he thought fit and carry'd it off 
(not ſuſpecting the King ſaw him) he 
returned a ſecond Time with the 
like Succeſs, but attempting a third, 
the King foreſaw the Treaſurer was 
at hand ( ſaid ) Believe me good 
Fellow, thou art too importune and 
unreaſonable, take what thou haſt 
gotten [| 
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gotten. god, be gone, for. if, Hugolin 
the Chambelain ſhould come Mel 
catch /thee, he will not leave thee, 
one Penny of thy Gettings ; away 
flew the Fellow and no ſooner got 
out of Doors but in came the 
Chamberlain who quickly eſpied the 
Money was gone, which {6-terrifyed 
him that he could not forbear Ex- 
clamations of Sorrow, at which the 
King aroſe. ( ſeeming, Ignorant. of 
what had happened) and ask'd the 
reaſon of his Grief which Hugolina 
told him. O ( faid he) hold thy 
Peace and reſt contented, for it 
may be, he that took it hath more 
need of it than we, let him enjoy it 
the remainder is ſufficient for us. 
The Nobility enamour'd with 
the Virtues of this Glorious King 
earneſtly ;heſought him to Marry, 
that they might have a Succeſſour 
ſprung from his ſacred Loyns. 
The Fig fearing to diſcover the 


| ſweet Secret of his holy Purpoſe it 


C 3 he 


18 The Life of St. Edward 
he ſhould obſtinatly deny their Re- 

ueſt, and on the other hand by con- 
keting aprehended breaking of his 
avowed Chaſtity. At length judg- 
ing it the ſafer Way to, yield to 
their Importunities he unwillingly 
conſented, recommending his Cha- 
ſtity to God his only Hope and Re- 
fuge in Diſtreſs. Saying ; O Good 
© Lord, thy Mercy heretofore pre- 
© ſerv'd the three Children from 


Harm in the mid'ſt of the Caldears | 


fiery Furnace, Dan. 3. By thee 
holy Joſeph, leaving his Cloak in 
©the Hands of the Adulterons ,Wo- 
© man, eſcap'd with the juſt Title of 
© Chaſtity, Gen. 30. By thy Virtue the 
©incomparable Conſtancy of Suſanna 
©triumphed over the Wicked Al- 
© lurements of the diſhoneſt Elders, 
Dan. 13. And holy Judith's Vir- 
© pinity under the Wings of thy 
*Safe-guard could receive neither 
© Taint nor Blemiſh from the Wick- 
©ed minded Holofernes, Judith, 12. 

CW. Behold 


© Bel 
Sei 
© thi 
© no! 
© thy 
8 {ſee 
© ma 
© ria 
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after 
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both 
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ſemb 
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© Behold (O Lord ) how I thy poor 


Servant 


and 


the Son of 


© thine Handmaid who am an Ho- 
© nourer and Lover of thee, and 
© thy Virgin Mother do humbly be- 
© ſeech thy Aid and Aſſiitance,that ſol 
may receive this Sacrament of Mar- 
riage that I may not incur the Haz- 


dard of my 


vowed Chaſtity. Soon 


after he marryed Edith the Daugh- 
ter of Count Godwyn-- This Gods 
wyn was a Man of Great Wealth, 


both to King 


but of a notable Subtilty, a Traytor 
and Country, who 


was accuſtomed ſo craftily to diſ- 
ſemble in all things, that he could 
gain the Peoples Couſent to any man- 
ner of Seditious Faction at his Plea- 
ſure; and therefore ts his Daughter 
was applyed this Verſe as'a Proverb. 


Sicut Spinas Roſam genuit Godwinus Editbam. 
Which may be thus Engliſh'd, 


From rugged Thorn, as Springs -the ſweeteſt Roſe 
So,Edith fair, from wicked Godwyn Grows, | 


For 


For ſhe was a holy Virgin, who it 
ſeems as if Chriſt had ordain'd her 
for his beloved Edward, infuſing in- 
to her from the Cradle, the Love of 
Chaſtity and hate of all Vices and a 
Singular Affection to Virtue. By 
continual reading and Hand Labour 

ſhe avoided Id leneſs and laſcivious 
Thoughts, and the Danger of 
Youthful Converſation, provoking 
thereto. Therefore this Heavenly 
Couple being 'met together agreed 
both in one holy Purpoſe yowing 
always to ſpend their lives in Cha- 
ſtity ; Judging it expedient to admit 
of no other Witneſs to this ſacred 
Promiſe but God himſelf: So that 
there continued in them aconjugal 
Love without a conjugal Act, and 
kind Embraces, without de- 
flowring Virginity, for Edward was 
beloved but not corrupted, Editha 
eſteemed but left untonched, and 
like another Abiſag ſhe delighted 
him with Love but did not tempt 
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him 


Ring and Confeſſor. 21 
him to Luſt, ſhe pleaſed him with 
Society aud Obedience but did not 
provoke him to libidinous Deſires. 


Thus this bleſſed Couple continy'd | 


in this happy State ſolacing each 
other with their pious Acts. 
The good Name of Queen Tee 
his Mother, being aſperſed with 
many falſe. Reports, by the. Inſti- 
gation of Robert Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury and Godmyn Earl of — 
who jointly accuſed her before the 
King of divers Crimes, and parti- 
cularly, that under pretence - of 
Private Devotions ſhe had unchaſte 
converſation with Alwin Biſhop of 
Wincheſter to her own great Diſhon- 


our and the Kings Diſgrace. All 


which they aggravated with  vehe- 
ment Exclamations that ſuch no- 
torious Offences ought not to go 
unpuniſhed, for they would be a Pre- 
ſident for others to commit the like. 
By theſe and ſuch like Speeches the 
0 King (whoſe Innocency was 


not 


l 
| 
| 
' 
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not acquaĩnted with the Subtilties of 
Their Falſhood ) was perſwaded to 
refer the whole Examination of the 
matter to Robert the Arch-Biſhop, 
who preſently cauſed a Councel of 
other Biſhops to aſſemble ar Winehe- 


ſter and impriſoned Queen Emme at 


the Monaſtery of Werwell and Alwin 
at Wincheſter. In the mean time the 
unhappy Queen ( more grieved at 


the Infamy raiſed againſt Alwin than 


her ſelf ) made her Complaint to 
the Biſhops that ſhe was grievouſly 
oppreſſed, and wronged by the 
malicious Detractions of her Ad- 


verſaries and earneſtly craved ſome 


help from them, and withall ſhewed 
a great Readineſs on her part, to 
make known her Innocency by any 
reaſonable Means and Conditions 
as ſhould be thought convenient; 
when the Biſhops had eaſily conclud- 
ed all theſe Troubles with the King 


if Robert of Canterbury had not vio- 
lently oppoſed their endeavours by 
8 aggravating. 
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aggravating his Malice againſt her, 
inſomuch that ſhe was content 
for the Satisfaction of the World 
and the clearing of her abuſed In- 
nocency to undergo the | ſharpeſt 
Tryal on Record, vix. Ordalium, 
which is to paſs over hot burning 
Irons barefooted; and by their In- 
ſtigation the King appointed the 
Day for Tryal at Wincheſter in St. 
Swithin's Church, Whither ſhe came 
the Night before and' employed all 
that Time in Prayer at his Tomb 
devoutly recommending herſelf and 
Cauſe to Almighty God and his 
bleſſed Saint. And the next Day 
in preſence of the King her Son and 
many of the Nobility and an infi- 
nite Number of People, being led 
betwixt two Biſhops in mean and 
ſimple Attire, her Eyes and Hands 
lifted up towards Heaven ſhe paſſed. 
over nine red hot glowing Plough 
Shares barefooted without feel- 
ing any Pain, ſaying thus (not 

Jy knowing 


24 The Life of St. Edward 
knowing ſhe was paſt the Dan 
ger) O Lord when ſhall J come to 
the Place of my Puroation ? But un- 

| derſtanding ſhe had already walked 
= upon and over thoſe fiery Inſtru- 
ments, ſhe preſently looked back 
and beholding thoſe burning Shares, 
ſhe Inſtantly fell down on her Knees 
and with Tears gave Thanks to her 
Deliverer. Hereby ſhe recovered 
her former Eſteem from her Son, 
who ſeeing the manifeſt Proofs of 
her Innocence, caſt himſelf at his 
Mother's Feet and hambly begged 
Rardon for his Suffering her Repu- 
tation to be proved by fo infamous 
al Tryal; and the better to expiate his 
Fault, he willingly ſubmitted to re- 
ceive ſome Blows on his bare Back 
with a rod of Iron given him by the 
Hands of the Biſhops and his weep- 
ing Mother. 
The Plough Shares are kept in 
Memory hereof in the Benedittsn |, 
Monaſtery of Wincheſter, and for the 
better 
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better recording the ſame, the King 
to | gave three Mannors, the Queen 
Nine ( the number of Shares ) and 
ed || Biſhop Alwin nine others to the ſaid 
u- Church for ever and enriched the 
ck || ſame with many fair Ornaments. 

3 On the Feaſt of Pentecoſt the 
ces || King preſent at the Divine Sacrifice 
her of the Maſs, at the Elevation of the 
ſacred Body of Chriſt, he on a ſud- 
den ſhewed an unuſual Cheerfulneſs 
in his Countenance by a grave and 
pleaſant Smile at which all preſent 
did admire, knowing ſomthing ex- 
traordinary had befallen him. And 
therefore when Maſs was ended, 
his moſt Familiar Friends earneſtly 
entreated him to declare the Reaſon. 
He anſwered that, The Danes met 
*and agreed together with their 
King to enter into their accuſtomd 
* Fury and Malice to deſtroy and 
xt in ||, diſturb the Peace which the good- 
1;4;n | © neſs of God hath beſtowed upon 
r the : us; and being ignorant of his 
etter D divine 
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divine Juſtice that Scourged and 
Chaſtiſed our Offences, they at- 


0 Nm 


their own ſtrength, faying, Our 
Hands are mighty, and not our Lord 
bath wrought theſe things. Deut. 42. 


And becauſe the Almighty being 


Angry with our Fore-father did 
F deliver us to the mercileſs Power 
g of the Danes, they refering this to 
the Virtue of their own Forces 

judge it an eaſie Matter to bring us 

to the like Miſery again, not un- 
derſtanding that the ſame God 

that gives the Wound gives alſo a 
7 " Balſom to heal it, and the ſame 

that mortifieth , reviveth, ſendeth 
© to Hell, and reduceth from Hell a- 

© gain. 1b;d. For this very. Day the 
I King of Denmark having gathered 
©a huge Army together, finding 
© the Wind favourable to his Deſires, 
© commanded a Navy already pre- 
© pared to ſet ſail, when the wicked 


*King whoſe Ambition not able 15 
| 4 be 


% 


tribute it to themſelves, extolling 
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d be contained within himſelf, as he 
t- went out of a ſmall Boat to go on 
1g | © board the Ship, his Feet ſlipt and 
ur between both he fell into the Sea, 
rd * in whoſe fathomleſs Depth he 
2. | * was inſtantly Swallowed up. And 


ng © thus by his ſudden Death, the Danes 
lid © and Engliſh were both ſet free, they 


er from Sin, we from Danger. And 
to © | hope in our Lord God, and his 
ces © moſt ſweet Mother, that during 


us * my Time their bloody Endeavours 
un- © againſt us will never take effect. 
od * This it is which by the Revelation 
ſo a © of Chriſt I did both ſee, and know 
me and at which 1 ſeemed: to rejoyce 
deth | © and-ſmile. Our Lord made me re- 
! a= | © joice, and whoſoever heareth this 
the | © may rejoyce with me. The time 
red | being recorded Spies were ſent into 
ling | Denmark who found all to be true, 
ires, | and to have happened at the very 
pre-' | Inſtant that it was revealed unto 
cked | this Bleſſed King. | 
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28 The Life of St. Edward } 
Al Things thus proſperouſly ſyuc- „ m 
ceeding, the King mindful of his 4 

vow of Pilgrimage and remember- I. At 


ing the great Benefits he had receiv- || © mj 
ed at the Hands of Almighty God, || * ph 
who had enriched his Poverty, ex- tut 
alted his Humility, and enobled his : mie 
low Eſtate with Glory; made di- ſee 


ligent Preparations for performance Rei 
of his Promiſe, of Money to detray 1. 
the Charges of his Journey and for 1. WI 
rich Preſents to offer at Rome. Hav- . l yi 
ing aſſembled the Peers of the Goc 
Realm he made a Speech to them , in h 
concerning the State of the King- age 
dom and his Pilgrimage to the ſa- 
cred Shrines of the Apoſtles, to this . y_ 
Effect. You cannot have forgot- . divi 
* ten how by the cruel Invaſion I. And 
* of 'Barbarous People, into our In- J. Save 
| © heritance, we have been made a . Hon 
* Scorn to our Neighbours and al., g 
KReproach to thoſe about us. For |, from 
* ſome being ſlain, others opppreſſed | , Lor. 
with the heavy Yoak of an Igno- + the « 
C © minous | 
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minous Slavery, they left neither 
Honour nor Glory to our Nation. 

f. © At length my Father being dead 
© my Brethren murdered, my Ne- 
* phews caſt into Bauiſhmenrt, For- 
© tune fo highly favoured our Ene- 
© mies in all things, that indeed ir 
© ſeemed to me that there was na 
Remnant of Hope left, that pro- 

* miſed any Redreſs of our Miſeries. _ 
* When contrary to all Expectation, 

yielded my ſelf up to Almighty 

* God, and putting my Confidence 
in him alone, I vowed my Pilgrim- 

* age to the ſacred Tombs of the 

* Apoſtles at Rome, and committed 

* my ſelf from thence forth to his 
divine Protection and Diſpoſal. 
And he like a pittiful Father 
gave ſuch Ear unto my Supplica« 

* Lion, and was ſo far from difdain« . 
© ing my Prayers, that he freed me 
from all blemiſh of Scorn, and re- 

* ſtored me from an exiled Life to 

* the quiet e ot my 


Father's 
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© Eingdom. Moreover to the En- 
- © creaſe of my Glory he added Heaps 
> © of WorldlyRiches, and enobled all 
© the reſt with many ſpiritual Gifts, 
© and Graces from Heaven. He it 
© was that without any Bloodſhed 
© brought our rebellious Subjects un- 
© der Subjection, made us triumph o- 
© ver our Enemies, and compos'd all 
© diſordered Affairs and inward Broils 
with a moſt amiable and deſired 
© Peace. Now (God forbid) that 
© we ſhould: prove ungrateful for 
© ſuch, ſo many and ſo great Benefits; 
© but rather being delivered out of 
© the Hands of our Enemies, let us 
© endeavour to obey and ſerve him 
© in all Truth and Juſtice, following 
'© the Royal Prophets Councel ; Make 
© Vows and render them unto your Lord 
© God. Pſal 75. Therefore it be- 
© hoves you together with me to de- 
1 termin and appoint after what 
Manner this Realm ſhall be govern- 
Fed during the Time of my Pil- 
* AT grimage: 
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© pilgrimage: By what Law, what 
peace, what Jaſtice, and what 
© Judge things may be order'd, and 
© by whoſe Courage and Prudence 
© our Caſtles, Towns, Cities, Ports, 


and all publick and private Af- 


© fairs ſhall be ruled. My firſt 
Hope is, that God himfelf will 


© be the chief and ſupreme Gover- 


© nour of all in general, and that 
© he alone will he - LORD PRO- 
© TECTOR of the ſweet Peace he 
* hath beſtow'd upon us, and hel 
© hope, will always be with me, 
© and guide me in my journey; 
* unfo whoſe ſacred Protection 1 
commit you all, humbly beſeech- 
© ing his heavenly Majeſty to pre- 
© ſerve and keep you, and ſo dif 
© poſe”. of me, that once again. 
may fee yu. Upon which the 
whole Aſſembly humbly.” petition'd 
the King 'to"alter his Reſolutions 
alleag ing that they ought not to be 

forſaken and left expos'd to the 
oy oy "I Sword 
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Sword and Treacheries of their E- 
nemies, neither was it reaſonable 

or fit they ſhou'd run the Hazard 
of ſo many Dangers for one and 
that but an Act of Devotion. Theſe 
earneſt Entreaties and R Rea» 
ſons of the Nobility ſo affected the 
King, that for a long time he knew 
not what Courſe to take; for on the 
one ſide he fear'd it was dangerous 
to break his Vow, and on the other 
Hand he thought it barbarous and 
ungrateful to forſake his People 
and not hearken to their Deſires. 
Therefore he reſolv'd to defer his 
Pilgrimage till he had conſulted the 
Pope, whether in this Caſe his Vow 


cou'd be diſpenc'd with, or if it 


ought ſtrictly to be obſery;d. The 
Pope after mature . Conſideration 
wrote to the King the following Let- 
ter. Leo Biſhop Servantoof the Servants 
of God, to bis beloved Son Ed ward King of 
England, ſendeth Health and oel. 


cal Benediftion, Becauſe me have been 


3 


Expences pre par d for thy Journey to 


Ring and Confeſſor. oo I 
inform'd of thy Deſire both laudable, © 
and grateful to God, we give Thanks 
to him by whom Kings reign, and 
Princes decree Juſtice, but in every 
Place our Lord is near unto them that 
truly call upon him, and the Holy Apo- 
files united with their Head are one 
Spirit, and equally give Ear unto de- 
vout Prayers: And becauſe it is ma- 
niſeſt that the Engliſh Nation will be 
damag d by thy Abſence, who with the 
Reins of Juſtice doſt reſtrain the Se- 
ditious Inſurrections thereof. By the 
Authority of God, and the Holy Apo- 
ſtles we do abſolve thee from the Bond 
of that Vom, for which thou feareſt to 
offend God, and from all thy Sins and 
Offences, by Vertue of that Power which 
our Lord in bleſſed Peter granted unto 
us ſaying , Whatſoever thou. ſhalt 
looſe. on Earth, ſhall be alſo looſed 
in Heaven. Furthermore we com- 
mand thee under Title of holy, Obedi- 
ence, and Penance to diſtribute. the 


the 
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Sword and Treacheries of their E- 
nemies, neither was it reaſonable 
or fit they ſhou'd run the Hazard 
of ſo many Dangers for one and 
that but an Act of Devotion. Theſe 
earneſt Entreaties and preſſing Rea- 
ſons of the Nobility ſo affeded the 
King, that for a long time he knew 
not what Courſe to take ; for on the 
one ſide he fear'd it was dangerous 
to break his Vow, and on the other 
Hand he thought it barbarous and 
ungrateful to forſake his People 
and not hearken to their Deſires. 
Therefore he reſolv'd to defer his 
Pilgrimage till he had conſulted the 


cou'd be diſpenc'd with, 
ought ſtrictly to be obſery;d. The 
Pope after mature . Conſideration 
wrote ta the King the following Let- 
ter. Leo Biſhop Ser vantuf the Servants 
of God, to bis beloved Son Edward King of 
England, ſendeth Health and e 


22 


Pope, whether in this Caſe his Vow. 
. 


cal Benediftion, Becauſe me have been 
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infirm'd of thy Deſire both laudable, 
and grateful to God, we give Thanks 
to him by whom Kings reign, and 
Princes decree Juſtice, but in every 
Place our Lord is near unto them that 
truly call upon him, and the Holy Apo- 
files united with their Head are one 
Spirit, and equally give Ear unto de- 
vout Prayers: And becauſe it is ma- 
niſeſt that the Engliſh Nation will be 
damag d by thy Abſence, who with the 
Reins of Juſtice doſt reſtrain the Se- 
ditious Inſurrections thereof. By the 
Authority of God, and the Holy Apo- 
ſtles we do abſolve thee from he Bond 
of that Vow, for which thou feareſt to 
offend God, and from all thy Sins and 
Offences, by Vertue of that Power which 
our Lord in bleſſed Peter granted unto 
us ſaying , Whatſoever thou. ſhalt 
looſe. on Earth, ſhall be alſo looſed 
in Heaven. Furthermore we com- 
mand thee under Title of holy, Obedi- 
ence, and Penance to diſtrsbute the 
Expences pre par d for thy Journey, to 
| | the 
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- the Poor; and that either thou build Api 
a new one or repair an old Monaſtery In ; 
of Monks to the Houour of St. Peter I livii 
Prince of the Apoſtles, and provide the Gro 
Brethren thereof with ſufficient Main- anci 
rexance out of thy own Revenues, that the 
their Prayers to Almighty God may add Þ bout 
an Encreaſe of Glory to his Saints, and 5 
purchaſe more abundant Pardon unto Ve 
thee, and whatſoever thou ſhalt give | © ſel 
or is already given, or is hereaſter to | © ful 
be given to that Place, we command “ anc 
that it be ratified by Apoſtolical Au- © the 
thority, and that for ever there be a to 
Wt Habitation for Monks, ſubject to no Aut 
other lay Perſon but the Kino himſelf. I Thi 
Aid we grant and confirm by moſt my 
8 powerful Authority what ſoe ver pri vi- J this 
| tedges thou ſhalt there ordain to the I“ rece 
Honour of God; and laſily we pro- to e 
d aounce the heavy Sentence of eternal * my 
Damnation against all that ſhall pre- lay; 
fſume to infringe, or violate the ſame..|* Lett 
[In Confirmation of the Pope's |* Prec 
Letter to the King, the blelled ' cels, 
| SKY 1 Apo- 
| 


5ope's 
lefied 
Apo- 
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Apoſtle St. Peter one Night appear'd 
in a Viſion to a holy Man then 
living in England in a Cave under 
Ground expecting a Releaſe from his 
ancient and painful Life, to receive 
the Reward of his meritorious La- 
bours, and told him that 

* King Edward ſollicitous for the 
© Vow wherewith he obliged him- 
« ſelt being in Baniſhment, and care- 
© ful for the Peace of the Realm, 
© and the Neceſſities and Prayers of 
© the Poor, hath conſulted the Pope 
to be determin'd in all Things by 
* Authority of the Roman Church. 
Therefore let him know that by 
my Authority he is abſolved from 
this Obligation, and that he hath 
received a command from the Pope 
to erect a Monaſtery in Honour of 
my Name. Let him without de- 


* 


„ @ © © 


* Precepts, and yield unto his Coun- 
* cels, for whatſoever they: contain 
* cometh 


lay give credit to the Apoſtolical | | 
Letter, be ſure he obey the Popes 
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* cometh from me, who in Times || « Th 
paſt he choſe to be his ſpecial I. wh 
© Patrone, the Companion of his 
5 Jorney, and his obtainer of Grace. || « ers 
. But there is a Place on the Weſt⸗ 0 All 
-fide of the City of London, which unt 
4 long ſince T have both choſen and I Gat 
G Loved, and which heretofore 1 |} « cen, 
© conſecrated with my bwa Hands, I of | 
5 enobled with my Preſence, and e gay 
: Honoured ' with many Miracles. . (41y 
: The Name of the Place is Thorney,  « Bop 
5 which heretofore for the Sins of © heij 
: the People was given up to the Bar- head 
7 hari ans, and by them reduced from barr 
Wealth to Poverty, from Majeſty || « thou 
0 Dejection, and from a Place of, | «© eye 
= . Reſpect and Honour to an Eſtate J« that 
l vile and contemptable. By my God 
command the King muſt undertake f. ap. 
to repair and re-edify this Mona- ecuti 
X ſtery, and to amplyty and enrich it . mor 
with large Poſſeſſions. There 9 
1 * ſhall be. nothing but the Houſe of | Afte 
| God and the Gate of Heaven [tg is 
IF * There _ 
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© There a Ladder ſhall be erected b 


< deſcending ſhall preſent the Pray- 
© ers and Petitions of Men before 
* Almighty God, and obtain Grace 
© unto them. I "will lay open the 
Gates of Heaven to thoſe that aſ- 

* cend from thence, and by vertue 


Saviour hath given me, I will ab- 
* ſolve tkoſe that are tied in the 
35 Bonds of Sin, and receive them, 
being abſolv'd and juſtified at the 
Bar- © heavenly Court, which Sin had 
rom © harr'd up againſt them. And do 
eſty | * thou write to the King whatſo- 
e of, © ever thou haſt heard and ſeen, 
ſtate that by a redoubled. Benefit of 
mY |< God, he may be ſecurer of his 
take Abſolution, devouter in the Ex- 
ona - ecution of his Precept, and become 
ich it . more fervently poſſeſs'd with Love 
here , and Duty towards me. : 
aſe of | After he had deliver'd this Charge 


AVEn Ito the pious old Man he vaniſh'd 
There E. in 


© which the Angels aſcending. and b 


d of the Office which my Lord and 4 


in the glorious Light which guarded 
him. Soon after in Obedience to 
the Apoſtle's Command, the old Man 
writ to the King, and related what 
he had heard, which came to him 
at the ſame time that the Pope's 
Letter did, and were both open'd to- 
gether. The good King overjoy'd at 
this Miraculous Aſſurance from Hea- 
ven, immediately beſtow'd the Mo- 
ney prepar'd for his Journey a- 
mongſt the Poor, and began to re- 
edifie the Monaſtery. 

St. Auguſtine having converted 
Ethelred King of Kent and Sebert his 
Nephew, then King of the Eaſt- 
Angles, to the Chriſtian Faith, Seber? 
erected a' magnificent Church in 
honour of St. Paul within the Walls 
of the City of London (which was 
eſteem'd the Metropolis of his King- 
dom) and honour'd Mellitus a Monk 
with the Dignity of Biſhop thereof. 
And in the Weſt Part of the Ci- 
ty without the Walls he built a 
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ſtately. Monaſtery and Church for 


Benedictin Monks, and endowed it 
with very large Revenues. On the 
Night before the Dedication of the 
Church, St. Peter, in au unknown 
Habit, appeared to a Fiſherman on 
the other ſide of the River Thames - 
(which runs by the ſaid Abbey) and 
deſired him to carry him over and 
he would reward him for it; which 
the Fiſherman did, and plainly faw 
bim enter the new built Church, 
where ſuddenly was ſeen a won= 
derful Light from Heaven that 
gave ſuch a Splendid: Luſtre it 
ſeemed to have changed the dark 
Night into a bright glorious Day: 
The Bleſſed Apoſtle was accoms 
panied in the Church with a mul- 
titude of heavenly Citizens who 
fl1'd it with mellodious Muſick and 
moſt delightful Odours. And 
having finiſhed all the Ceremonies 
uſual in the Dedication of a Church 
the Divine Fiſher of Souls return'd to 

E 2 the 
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the poor Fiſherman, and found him 
fo amazed and aſtoniſhed at the 
glorious Splendour he had ſeen, that 
he was almoſt bereft of his Senſes, 
but the Glorious Saint with ſweer 
Conſolations ſoon reſtored him to 
his Reaſon, And entering the Boat 
St. Peter ask'd him if he had caught 
any Fiſh. Being ſuddenly ſurpriz d 
(replyed he) with the Sight of that 
unuſual Brightneſs from Heaven, and 
expecting thy return and my promiſ- 
ed Reward I did not endeavour it. 
The Apoſtle bid him caſt in his 
Nets and try, which he did, and 
preſently the Fiſher-man found his 
Nets laden, with abundance of Fiſh, 
which proved to be all of one 
kind, except one that did far exceed 
the others in Bigneſs; which the 
Apoſtle ordered him to preſent to 
Biſhop Mellitus in his Name, and to 
take the reſt as a Reward, promiſing 
him that he and his Poſterity after 
him, ſhould catch abundance of _ 
1 kin 
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kind, but do not hereafter. fiſh = 
Sundays. © lam Peter the Apoſtle, 

ho with my fellow Cittizens have 

* already. conſecrated the Church 
© built | in my Name, and by the Au- 
© thority, of my own Dedication, I 
have prevented the Biſhops Bene- 
« dition. Tell him therefore what 
© thou haſt ſeen and heard, and the 
* Marks imprinted / in the Walls 
© ſhall give ſufficient Teſtimony to 
x; Strengthen the Truth of thy Re- 
© lation. Let him therefore forbear 
© from any further Dedication, and 
« ſupply only what we have omitted, 
© which is to Celebrate the moſt Sa- 

* cred Myſteries of our Lord's Body 
and Blood, and with a Sermon to 

© inftru& the People, and let them 
© know I will oftentimes viſit this 
place, and be preſent at the Prayers 

and Petitions of the Faithful, and 
that 1 will lay open the Gates of 
Heaven to all thoſe that ſpend 
their ien, Juſtiy, and 


3 Piouſly 
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Piou fly. The next Morning the 
Fiſherman carrying the Fiſh to Bi- 


commanded) met him going to de- 
dicate the Church, to whom he de- 
hvered his Meſſage ; whereat the 
Biſhop was much aſtoniſhed, but en- 
tering the Church he found the 
Pavement figned with the Greek 
and Hebrew Alphabets, the Walls 
anointed with holy Oyl in twelve 
feveral Places, and the Remnants 
of as many Wax Candles faſtened 
to twelve ſeveral Croſſes, all things 
being yet moiſt with the late ſprink- 
ling of the holy Oyl and Water, 
whereupon the Biſhop and the Con- 
gregation gave Praiſes and Thanks 
to Almighty God, for that great 
Demonſtration of his Goodneſs to- 
wards them. The Truth of this 
Miracle was evidently confirmed by 
the Poſterity of the Fiſherman, for 
as they had receiv'd it by Tradition 
from their Father, chey offered the 

Us, a Tenth 


ſhop Mellitus (as the Apoſtle had 
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Tenth Part of all they got by chat 
Art to St. Peter and his Servants 
in that Place. At Length one at- 
tempting to defraud them af that 
Duty, was exemplarily Puniſhed ; 
for ſo long he was deprived of the 
Benefit of his Art, and untill he con- 
feſſed his Fault and had made Sa- 
tisfaction for the Wrong with a faith - 
ful Promiſe of Amendment. 
St. Edward having found in An- 
cient Records a Relation of theſe 
Things, was tranſported with an 
ardent Deſire to re-edify that Mo- 
naſtery and to reſtore it from the 
Ruine of Dejection and Poverty, to 
the Height of Dignity and Wealth. 
And on this account he diſpatch'd 
a Meſſenger to Rome with a Letter 
to the Pope, to obtain Priviledges 
for that Place, and alſo to treat on 
ſome other Affairs, the Letter was 
as follows, vi. To Nicolas the 
chief Father of the univerſal Church, 
Edward, by the Grace of God King 


of 
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of England ſendeth due Subjection and 
Obedience. We glorify, God for the 
Care he hath of his (left Church, in or- 
daining thee an excellent Succeſſor in 
the. Place and Seat of thy good Pre- 
deceſſour, wherefore we think it fit to 
lean unto thee as unto a firm Rock, to 
Sharpen and approve all our good Atti- 
ions, and always to admit of thy Know- 
ledge and fellowſhip in doing good, e- 
ſpecially deſiring thou would'ſt renew,and 
encreaſe all thoſe Donations and Pri- 
viledges which we obtained from thy 
Predeceſſour, wiz. That thou ratify 
and confirm the Monaſtery of Monks, 
which I have built in Honour of the 
Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Peter, according as 
it was enjoyned me by toy Pridecelfons 
under the Title of holy Obedience; and 
Penance for the Diſpenſation of a Vow 
TI made to go to Rome, and the Re- 
miſſion of all my Sins; as alſo that 
thou re-eſtabliſh, determin and Secure 
all the Priviledges belonging to the Poſ- 
ſeſſions, Peace, and Dignty of 1 
n | lace 
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Place for ever. 
in me lies, do encreaſe and confirm the, 
Donations and Cuſtoms. of the Money 
which St. Peter holdeth and Challeno- 


eth in England; and nom Iſend them © 


with other free Gifts from my ſelf, 
humbly entreating thee to offer Prayers 
and Sacrifices to Almighty God for me, 
and the Peace of my Kingdom, and that, 
thou inſtitute and ordain, 4 continual 
and Solemn Memory of all England in 
general before the ſacred Bodies of the 
Apoſtles. th. | 

The Pope ſent this Letter in An- 
ſwer. Nicolas, Biſhop, Servant of the 
Servants of God, to the moſt glorious, 
moſt pious, and moſt worthy of honours 
our ſpecially beloved Edward King of 
England, ſendeth all manner of Salu- 
tation, moſt ſweet Health and Apoſtoli- 
cal Benediftion, We give Thanks to 
Almighty God who hath adorned and 
honcured thy mot prudent Excellence in 
all reſpects to conſerve Devotion towards 
the Bleſſed ApoStle St. Peter, and all 

| Love 


And 1 for as much as 
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Dove towards us his unworthy Succeſſour, | We t 
I 8 giving Obedience and Conſent unto | ence, 
ApoFtolical Councels and Cenſures. We || half, 
therefore ſend our Letters to thy Royal 
= Mobility, whereby we grant unto thee the || to fea 
| holy ApoFHes Society, and ours, beſeech= || and ] 
ing bis Mercy who is truly Lord of all | that + 
and only Sovereign above all, to make. chief 
| thee partaker of all our g0od'Works, if more 
any we have in the Sight of God, and at | that 
all Times to make us more fervent Bre- Pengy, 

thren and fellows in his Love, wiſhing || and u. 

him to grant no leſs Part or Reward of || crated 

our Duty and Obedience in his heavenly | ſelf (m 
' Kingdom unto thee, then we deſire to | /o bec; 
fall unto our ſelves, Alſo we will not cient $ 
| Ceaſe hereafter unfainedly to pour out | of Gos 

our daily Prayers for thee, that God him- |by the 

ſelf would bring thy Foes and Enemies |Qups, d 

which attempt to rebell againſt thee into | ty conf 

Snbjeftion, and confirm in thee the In- |be 4 Pl. 

heritance of thy Fathers Throne; be- |the Stor 

ſeeching the Bleſſed Apostle St. Peter to |a per pe 
be thy Guardian and Aid in all Trabu- depend 
lation or Adverſity, that may befall 7 the Kin 
85 | We | 
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We therefare di reſtablifh, confirm and 


encreaſe all. Priviledges given in thy be- 


half; viz. that thou be clearly abſolved 
from the Vow which thou didit 


cem 
to fear, and from all other thy fin and 
and Iniquities by the Authority of him, 
that 'hath ordained my unworthineſs 
chief Paſtor of his Church. Furt her- 
more becauſe it is credibly reported, 
that, that Place which under Title of 
Penance thon hat undertaken to build, 
and repair, hath long ſince beer. conſe« 
erated by the Hands of St. Peter hims 
ſelf (whoſe unworthy Vicar we are) as als 
ſo becauſe it is, and hath been the ans 
cient Seat of Rings, we by the Authority 
of God, and of the holy ApoStles, and 
by the Power of this Roman Sea, and 
Ours, doe grant permit, and moſt Nrong- 


be a Place of the Kings Coronation, and 
the Store-houſe of his R Enſigns, and 
a perpetual Habitation for Monks, in- 
dependent of any other Perſon, but only 
the King himſelf, and that they enjoy 

| » abſolute 


ly confirm, that henceforth for ever it 


* Y 
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abſolute Power to Eleft fit and worthy 
Abbots out of their own Body to ſucceed 
in the Government, according to the 
Rule of St. Benedict, and that no Foreign 
or Strange Perſon be brought in by 
Violence, but ſuch as the Convent ſhall 
Freely conſent to Flect. We do alſa 
exempt, abſolve, and free that Place 
from all Epiſcopal Subjection and Ju- 
riſdiction, that no Biſhop enter there, ei- 
ther to order or command any thing, 
unleſs it be done by the Deſire and Con- 
ſent of the Abbot and his Monks. And 
that the ſame Place enjoy a free Pre- 
einct, that is, 4 Circuit, and Church 
Yard about it to bury the Dead, without 


| or any other Perfon. And with a moſt 
ready and willing Mind we give, and 
graut to that Place all Privileages 
whatſoever by our Authority may. be 
granted, which belong any Way io the 
Honour of God, and to encreaſe the 
Dignity of the Place. We do likewiſe 
by the Authority of God and ours, rats 


5 
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any Reſpect or Exattion of the Biſhop, | i 


and ſte 
Bijbops 
ardain. s 


fy. 


confirm and Eſtabliſh all the Poſſeſ= 
22 2 which ancient 
Kings, or any other Perſon, or thou t hy 
felf, or any of thy Lords haue gramed 
unto the ſame Place, and all the Charters 
and Writings made of the ſame Do- 
nations we decree to be and remain 
Full in Force, aud all ſuch: Perſons 4s 
ſhall attempt to infringe, invade, de- 
mini ſu, diſperſe or make ſail of the ſame © 
we condemn and declare them to be 
guilty of eternal Malediction with dhe 
Traitour Judas, and that they. be not 
part alors of the bleſſed Reſurrettrong but 
that they know themſelves to he adjudg- 
ed by St. Peter the Apoſtle, whem with © 
bis fellow Apoſtles he ſhall fit in Judg- 
ſt | ment over the twelve Tribes ef Iſrael. 
But unto thee and thy Succeſſour Kings 
we commit to be the Advocates. and Des» 
fenders of the ſame Place, and of all 
the Churches of England ia our Place 
and ſtead, that with the Councel of thy 
;kewsſe| Biſhops and Abbots thou con ſtitute and 
„rat. ardain all things in all Places. ac card. 

ILE 1 ing 
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abſolute Power to Elect fit and worthy 
Abbots out of their own Body to ſucceed 
in the Government, according to the 
| Rule of St. Benedict, and that no Foreign 
or Strange | Perſon be brought in by 
Violence, but ſuch as the Convent ſhall 
Freely conſent to Flect. We do alſa 
exempt, abſolve, and free that Place 
from all Epiſcopal Subjection and Ju- 
riſdiction, that no Biſhop enter there, ei- 
ther to order or command any thing, 
unleſs it be done by the Deſire and Con- 
ſent of the Abbot and his Monks. And 
that the ſame Place enjoy a free Pre- 
einct, that is, 4 Circuit, and Church- 
Yard about it to bury the Dead, without 
any Reſpect or Exattion of the Biſhop, 
or any other Perfon. And with a moſt 
ready and willing Mind we give, and 
grant to that Place all Privileages 
whatſoever by our Authority may. be 
granted, which belong any Way 10 the 
Honour of God, and to encreaſe the 
Dignity of the Place. We do likewiſe 
by the Authority of God and ours, rati- 


i 
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confirm. and | Eſtabliſh all the Poſſeſ- 

2 and Hereditaments which ancient 

Kings, or any other Perſon, or thou t h 


felf, or any of thy Lords: have. gramed | 


unto the ſame Place, and all the Charters 
and Writings made of the Tame Do- 
nations we decree to be and remain 
ſtill in Force, aud all ſuch Perſons 4s 
ſhall attempt to infringe, invade, de- 
mini ſu, diſperſe or make ſail of the ſame _ 
we condemn and declare them to be 
guilty of eternal Malediction with the 
Trait our Judas, and that they, be not 
part alars of the bleſſed RefurreBion, but 
that they know themſelves to he adjudg - 
ed by St. Peter the Apoſtle, when with © 
bis fellow Apoſtles he ſhall fit in Judg- 

ment over the twelve Tribes of Irael. 
But unto thee and thy Succeſſour Kings 
we commit to be the Advocates. and Des» 
fenders of the ſame Place, and of all 
the Churches of England ia our Place 
and ſtead, that with the Councel of thy 
Biſbops and Abbots thou con ſtitute and 


ordain all things in all Places ac card 
F * 


48 The Life of St. Edward 

abſolute Power to Elect fit and wort 
Abbots out of their own Body to ſucceed 
in the Government, according to the 
Rule of St. Benedict, and that no Foreign 
or Strange Perſon be brought in by 
Violence; but ſuch as the Convent ſhall 
freely conſent to Ele, We do alſo 
exempt, abſolve, and free that Place 
from all Epiſcopal Subjection and Ju- 
riſdiction, that no Biſhop enter there, ei- 
ther to order or command any thing, 
unleſs it be done by the Deſire and Con- 
ſent of the Abbot and his Monks. And 
that the ſame Place enjoy a free Pre- 
ein, that is, 4 Circuit, and Church- 
Yard about it to bury the Dead, without 
any Reſpect or Exaction of the Biſhop, 
or any other Perfon. And with a moſt 
ready and willing Mind we give, and 
grant to that Place all Priviledges 
whatſoever by our Authority may. be 
granted, which belong any Way 10 the 
Honour of God, and to encreaſe the 
Dignity of the Place. We do likewiſe 
by the Authority of God and ours, rati- 


fy 
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y confirm and "Eſtabliſh all the Poſſeſs 
” ſrons and Hereditaments which ancient 
be Kings, or any other Perſon, or thou th 


on ſelf, or any of thy Lords haue granted 
by NY #1to the ſame Place, and all the Charters 
wall | and Writinos made of the Tame Do- 
aſa | nations we decree to be and remain 
Ace Mill in Force, aud all ſuch: Perſons 48 
Tus | ſhall attempt to infringe, invades. de- 
ei- winiſu, diſperſe or make ſail of the ſame 
ng, we condemn and declare them to be 
one Lvilty of eternal Malediction with dhe 
4nd | Traitour Judas, and that they. be nt 
pre- partakers of the bleſſed Reſurreſtion but 
rch= | that they know themſelves to he adjudg» 
hout | £4 by St, Peter the Apoſtle, when wit h 
ſhop, bogs fellow Apoſtles be ſhall ft in Fudge | 
moſt | ment over the twelve Tribes f Urael. | 
and | But unto thee and thy Succeſſour Kings 
ges | We commit to be the Advocates. and De. 
;y be | fenders of the ſame Place, and of all. 
the | the Churches of England in our Place 
the and ſtead, that with the Councel of thy 
ewiſe | Bijbops and Abbots thou con ſtitute and 
rar» erdain all things in all Places accord- 
big _” ing 
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ing to Juſtice; and know that for ſuch 
good doing thou ſhalt receive a worthy 
Reward from him, whoſe Kingdom and 
Empire ſhall never ceaſe nor be dimi- 
niſhed, TE en 
The Nobility finding the Trea- 
| fſure-almoſt exhauſted, without the 
Conſent or Knowledge of the King, 
collected a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
ney, throughout the Realm to ſup- 
ply his Neceſſities ; particularly to 


Cloath the Soldiers and to buy new. 


Equi pages againſt Chriſtmas. The 
Money being brought into the Ex- 
chequer the King was invited to go 
ſee it, who accompanyed by the 
Queen and Earl Harold entering the 
Room he ſaw the Devil ſitting and 
ſporting himſelf upon the Heap of 
Money ; of | whom the King de- 
manded what Buſineſs he had there; 
I keep my Money (reply'd he) unjuſtly 
exalted out of the Eſtates of the Poor. 
Whereat thoſe preſent were exceed- 
ingly amazed, hearing what had 

| | paſſed 
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paſſed but ſaw Nothing. The ho- 
ly King who contemned all earthly 
Treaſures and Grandure and de- 
lighted in Nothing but the Glory of 
God and the Joys of Heaven, order - 
ed that Money to be reſtored im- 
mediatly to all thoſe from whom it 
had been exacted. Hereby ſhewing 
an Example to all Princes and. Go» 
vernours that they ought not to 
maintain their Pomp and Gallantry 
at the Expence of their poor Sub- 
jets. The like Clemency moved 
him out of his Royal Bounty to free 
and for ever diſcharge his Subjects, 
from that heavy Tribute call'd 
Danes-Gilt, which in his Fathers 
Time was paid to the Daniſh Navy, 
and afterwards into the King's Ex- 
cheque. 15 

One Giles Michell an Iriſhman 
miſerably poor and Lame of both his 
Legs,' for the Sinews of his Hams 
being contracted, had forced and 
drawn his Legs backward to the 
F 2 linder 


Hhinder Part of his Body not directly 

but Sidewards, ſo that his Aucles 
grew faſt to his Buttocks, and his 
Toes ſunk into his Haunches were 
grown over with Fleſh, that from 
the ſetting on of the Chine Bone 
downwards his Limbs were ont of 
order. He crept - upon his Hands 

and Knees by the help of two Hand 
Stools: and with great Pain drew 
bis extreame Parts after him. This 
wretched poor Creature had crept 
to the King's Palace Which was 
near St. Peter's Church and ſeeing the 
King's Chamberlain he cry'd to 
him; Oh Hugoline wil't thou not 
look upon me? nor take pity on 
me? nor will not my extream Miſe- 
ry move thee to take Compaſſion on 
my Diſtreſs? Hugoline (reply'd) what 
would you have me do? Six Times 
(ſaid he) creeping in this woful man- 
ner as thou ſee'ſt J have viſited the 
Churches of the Apoſtles, and have 
not yet obtained the Recovery of 
ain 1 my 
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my Limbs. Tho' the Prince of the 


and that he ſhall carry me on his 


to the perfect uſe of my Limbs. 
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Apoſtles hath not abſolutely deny'd 
my Petition, but has deferred it on- 
ly defiring to have King Edward his 
Co-partner in this -Cure, whom he 
knoweth to be moſt devout to him 
in all things, for he himſelf hath 
commanded me to go to the King, 


Sacred Back to the Church adjoin- 
ing to his palace, and by that 
means I am promiſed to be reſtored 


This being told the King, he gave 
Thanks to Almighty God, and 
cauſed the Cripple to be brought 
unto. him. And he took up that 
miſerable Bundle of Calamity upon 
his Royal Shoulders; The poor 
Wretch full of ' ruful naſty Sores 
hangs on the Back of this Royal 
Prince, claſping and embracing his 
Neck with his Hands and Arms ſb 


full of Scabs and Filth, that the 


very fight was Loathſom to the Be- 
5241877 Be holders, 
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holders, ſome laughed at the King 
in ſcorn for his Humility ;' Others 
Jeſted and Scoffed and ſaid, the Beg- 
gar had deluded the King; Others 
-Judged | 
when this Royal Porter had march'd 
ſome part of his Way with his 
.Loathſome Burden, the Cripples 


it was mere Folly. -But 


Sinews began'to lengthen, his Bones 
to be ſtrengthened, the dead Fleſh 
received the Symptoms of Life, viz. 
Warmth and Feeling, his Toes 
which were ſunk into and ſtuck in 
his Fleſh were looſen'd and ſet at 
Liberty, and his Feet ſeparated from 
his Haunches were reſtor'd to their 
natural Function. When to the 
great Admiration of the SpeQators, 
the Cripple ſtretching forth his 
Legs and Thighs there guſhed 
out great Quantities of Blood and 
Corruption which falling on the 
King's Garment, was a Signal of his 
great Humility and Charity. 


Whereupon the Cripple receiv'd the 
| perfect 
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rfect 


' healed, that he might be freed from 
the ſtench of his Nauſeous and 


tinued on his pious Journey, *till en- 


offer'd up thi 
brought unto Almighty God, and 
'the Prince of the Apoſtles St. Peter, 
then he diſmiſſed him perfectly 
ſound and able to walk out upon 
his own Legs without any Aſſiſtance, 
which before had never done him 


all Goodneſs and Mercy, and his 
Bleſſed Apoſtle St Peter for the 
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perfect uſe of all his Limbs; which ? 
no ſooner was perceived by the At- 
tendants, but they all deſired the 
King to ſet him down ſince he was 


Loathſome Burden; but he intirely 
regardleſs of their Entreaties, con- 


tering the Church he reſigned and 
the Sacrifice he had 


the like Service. Therefore as he 
had received this Benefit by a ſpecial 
Miracle fo he employed the ' firſt 
Fruits of his Labour in a Journey to 
Rome, to return Thanks and Praifes 
to Almighty God the Fountain of 


Mir- 
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| Miraculous recovery of his Health. 
This Holy King and Count ;Les- | 
Frick, being in St. eter's Church at 
the divine Sacrifice, of Maſs before 
the Altar of the moſt, Bleſſed Trinity, 
our Lord Jeſus Cbrift, appear'd to 
them both on the Altar in his Ce- 
leſtial Majeſty and Glory, and ſtrech- 
ing forth his Sacred right Hand 
gave St. Edward his Benediction by 
making the ſign of the Groſs, at 
which the King humbly - bowing 
down. his Head, devoutly adored the 
preſence of his Divine Majeſty : The 
Earl not knowing that the King 
had ſeen that glorious Viſion, and 
_ defirous to have him a Partaker of his 
Joy, began to make towards him to 
acquaint him there with, but the King 
knowing his meaning deſired him to 
be ſtill and keep his Place, aſſuring 
him, that he ſaw the Sacred Viſion 
| as well as he. Maſs beiag ended the 
* King ſpoketo the Earl in this man- 
ner. By his Majeſty and Love 
114% * *© whom 


a moſt naſty loathſome Smell: Long 


her Caſe, notwithſtanding 
be and ſtench of the Sore, he waſh- 
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+, whom: we have ſeen (O my Leo- 
* frick) 1 do conjure you, that this 
5 Viſion be not publifh'd in our Life 

time, leaſt for the :Favour of the 
4 World, we ſhould he puffed up 

with Pride to our own Ruin, or 
© leſt the Envy of the lucredulous 
© ſhould ns to diſable the 
* Truth of what we ſay. 

A Woman who had a ſwelling un- 
der her Chin which was fo large 
and full of Corruption, that it much 1 
disfigured and deformed her Face, 
wherein there bred Worms which had 


had ſhe ſuffered under this Nau ſeous 


Diſtemper *till at length being ad- 


moniſhed in her Sleep, ſhe repait'd | 
to the Court, in hopes of Relief, from 


the Kings own Hands either by his 4 


waſhing, touching, or bleſſing the di- 
ſeaſed Place. 


fore the King, and having told him ; 
the foul- © 


ed 


And being come be- 
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ed the Parts afflicted with his royal 
Hands and bleſſed them with the 
ſign of the Croſs; and inſtantly the 
Skin broke and the Worms and Cor- 
ruption guſhed out, the Swelling aſ- 
ſwaged and all Anguiſh of pain be- 
ing ceaſed, ſhe perfectly recovered 
her Health. 1 

This wonderful Gift of | curing the 
"Diſeaſe, calld in Latin Struma, now 
the King's Evil ( for no other Reaſon but 
becauſe' it has been heal d by Kings) was 
firſt derived from St. Edward to all 
the Kings of ' England, and remains as 
4 holy Inheritance to them unto this Day, 
and bath been and is daily with good 


Succeſs practiſed by our modern Kings, 


although they have profeſſed a Religion 


quite contrary to that of St. Edward, 


yet by his Merits (as it may be piouſiy 
Suppoſed )they work this wonderful oy 
| Nay ! Queen Elizabeth, but a Woman 


and of another Religion, had the like 
-Powtr, and cured many thereby, as it is 
well kuown to Men of Credit ſ ill Li- 
SJ Tang. 
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ing. Therefore the French are all de- N 
cerved, and particularly the French 
Author of the Engliſn Hyſtory, Andrew 
le Cheſne did not ſpake candidly and as 
he Thought, when he denies that the 
Kings of England ever enjoyed this 
Vertue, affirming it to be a Gift peculiar 
to them of France derived from St. 
Lewis, but our St. Edward, flouriſhed 
above one hundred and forty Tears be- 
fore St. Lewis, and therefore it 15 likely 
that if any ſuch thing there be among it 
them, they muſt rather have received it 
from our Kings, then that theirs, have 
it abſolutely, and particularly to them- 
ſelves, Furthermore William of Mal- 
mesbury (4 Man far more converſant 
in our Engliſh Hiſtories than an 
Frenchman could be) having related 
the aforeſaid Miracle, affirmed it to 
be the conſtant Report of ſuch as well 
knew the Life of St. Edward, that he 
had cured many of the ſame Diſeaſe 
mhiPſt he lived in Normandy. 
Another Time, it was reveal'd to 
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a blind Man, that he ſhould recover 


his Sight, by waſhing his Face, in the 
Water wherein King Edward had 
waſhed his Hands ; the King being 
told of it by the Chamberlain was 


much amaz'd, and ſeemed difpleaſed 


and diſcontenred, alledging that the 
poor Man was deluded by vain Ima- 
ginations, that no ſuch Thing could 
be expected from the Hands of a 
Sinner as he was, for it belonged to 
the Power and Virtue of the ol 
to work ſuch Miracles; and that for 
this Cauſe he ought not to credit 
thoſe Dreams. But notwithſtanding 
this, he waſhed his Hands, and went 
Into the Church, deſiring not to be 
' preſent at the Miracle thereby to 
avoid the occaſion of being tempted 
with vain Glory. The Chamberlain 
having reſerved the Water, brought 
it to the blind Man, wherewith he 
had no ſooner waſhed his Eyes and 
Face, but preſently he recover'd his 
Sight, and with Joy beheld the 
, Light 


Palace, and obtain'd this Water, 
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Light again which Loſs he had long 
bewail'd. The like Favour was 
ſnewed to a Citizen of Lincoln, who 
had loſt his ſight, came to the King's 


and apply'd it to his Eyes, and was 
immediately cured. Another blind 
Man being ad moniſhed to go to the 
King to have his Sight reſtored; de- 
ſired the Chamberlain to acquaint 
the King with his Caſe, which he 
did: Let him come (ſaid the holy: BM 
King) why ſhould I be grieved, but 
rather rejoiced if the Divine Gbod- 
neſs is ſo graciouſly pleaſed, as by my 
unworthy Hands, to beſtow: this pro- 

miſed Benefit upon him. The Man 
was brought in and by the Touch 
and Bleſſing of the King, abundantde 
of corrupted Blood ran down from 
his Eyes between his Royal Hands, 
whereby they were cleared and the 
Swelling of his Eye-Lids aſſwaged. 
The Patient cried out, I ſee thee my 
Sovereign Lord and King and thy 
| G Pẽasace 
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a blind Man, that he ſhould recover 


his Sight, by waſhing his Face, la the 
Water wherein King Edward had 
waſhed his Hands ; the King being 
told of it by the Chamberlain was 
much amaz'd; and ſeemed difpleaſed 
and diſcontenred, alledging that the 
poor Man was deluded by vain Ima- 
ginations, that no ſuch Thing could 
be expected from the Hands of a 
Sinner as he was, for it belonged to 
the Power and Virtue of the Apoſtles 
to work ſuch Miracles; and that for 
this Cauſe he ought not to credit 
thoſe Dreams. But notwithſtanding 
this, he waſhed his Hands, and went 
into the Church, deſiring not to be 
preſent at the Miracle thereby to 
avoid the occaſion of being tempted 
with vain Glory. The Chamberlain 
having reſerved the Water, brought 
it to the blind Man, wherewith he 
had no ſooner waſhed his Eyes and 
Face, but preſently he recover'd his 
Sight, and with Joy beheld the 
| | Light 


— * * * * * *% * 9 } 274 7 
Ning an Confeſſor-. 41 


Ligbt again which Loſs he had long 
bewail'd. The like Favonr was 


ſhewed to a Citizen of Lincoln, who 
had loſt his ſight, came to the King's 


Palace, and obtain'd this Water, 


and apply'd it to his Eyes, and was 
immediately cured. Another blind 
Man being ad moniſhed to go to the 
King to have his Sight reſtored; de- 
ſired the Chamberlain to acquaint 
the King with his Caſe, which he 
did: Let him come ( ſaid” the holy 
King ) why ſhould I be grieved, but 
rather rejoiced if the Divine Gbod- 
neſs is ſo graciouſly pleaſed, as by my 
unworthy Hands, to beſtow this pro- 
miſed Benefit upon him. The Man 
was brought in and by the Touch 
and Bleſſing of the King, abundance 
of corrupted Blood ran down from 
his Eyes between his Royal Hands, 
whereby they were cleared and the 
Swelling of his Eye-Lids aſſwaged. 
The Patient cried out, I ſee thee my 
Sovereign Lord and King and thy 
F G _ 
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Face ſhineth like unto the Face of 


Alſo + 
two blind Men and another that 


an Angel ſtanding before me. 


had but one Eye, by being ſprinkled 
with the Water wherein the holy 
Man had waſhed, were all three re- 
ſtored to perfect Sight. 

Once, as the King and Earl God- 
win ſate at Table together, the Earl's 
two young Sons Harold and Toſtius 
were at Play in the Hall by them; 
at length one of them uſed the other 
with ſo much harſhneſs, that their 
Sport ended in a downright Quarrel; 


Harold the ſtrongeſt of the two vio- 
lently attackt his Brother and by 


twiſting his Hands 1n his Hair, threw 
him on the Ground, and had ſtran- 
gled him if the ſtanders by had not 
prevented it. The King ſeeing this 
Skirmiſh, turned to Earl Godwin 
and ſaid: Do'ſt thou apprehend no- 
thing in this Contention of thy 
Children but a Childiſh Sport and 


But 


Quarrel? No, my Liege replyed he. 
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But by this Conteſt the King knew 
by Revelation what would after- 
wards befall thoſe Children. For 
(ſaid he) fo ſoon as they come to 
Mens Eſtate they will bare Envy to 
each other. Aud at firſt (as if in 
Jeſt) will endeavour to ruin one an- 
other by private Deceit, till at 
leagth the ſtrongeſt will overcome 
the weaker and put him to death for 
his Rebellion ; but his Death will in 
a ſhort Time be revenged by the 
Calamity of the Author. All which 
came to paſs, as England Teltifies by 
her own Miſeries. For Toſtzus be- 
ing put to Flight by Harold, who 
a while after had ſucceeded King 
Edward in the Kingdom, Toſtius 
and the King of Norway (who came 
to his Aid) was ſlain and almoſt all 
his Army deſtroy'd. The ſame 
Year William Duke of Normandy 
came into England to claim his right 
to the Crown and in a bloody Bat- 
tle routed Harold's Army in which he 
G 2 loſt 
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loſt both his Life and Kingdom: 
Though ſome think he was made 
Priſoner and did a long Penance for 
his former Wicked neſs. | 
Another time Godwin fitting with 
the King, one of the Waiters com- 
ing towards them chanced to ſtum- 
ble with, one Foot, and had fallen, 
if he had not actively brought his 
other Foot to his aſſiſtance, wherby' 
he recovered himſelf, The Com- 
pany talking of the Accident, and 


1 pleaſed to . ſee how opportunely 


one Foot reheved the other, Earl 
Godwin made the following Com- 
pariſon ; /o 4 Brother helps his Bro- 
ther, and both relieve each other 
in Neceſſity. The King reflecting 
on his Brother Alfred's Death, reply- 
ed in like manner; might mine 
have been a Comfort to me, had 
| Godwin permitted it. At which 
Gadwin, both grieved and vex'd as 
his Countenance diſcover'd; reply'd 
206 Liege, you ſtill believe. me ac-/ 
ceſſary 
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ceſſary to your Brother's Death, and 


that you believe thoſe who wrong- 2? 
fully accuſe me of being Traitor 
both to him and you. But let God 
the great Eye Witneſs of all Secrets be 
Judge between us, and may he not per- 


mit this Morſel (which I hold in m1] 


Hand)to paſs down my Throat without 
cauſing my Death, If am either Trai- 
tor to you, or Guilty of your Brother's 
Death. The King made the ſign of 
theCroſs on the Meat andthe wretch- 
ed Earl putting it into bis Mouth, 
but endeavoured to ſwallow it, it 
ſtuck ſo faſt in his Throat, that not- 
withſtanding all his Endeavours he 
could get it neither up nor down, 
but rather ſeemed to faſten the 
more, which ſoon-ſtop't his Breath, 
his Eyes turned round in his Head 
and without ſpeaking one Word, he 
yielded up his Soul to receive her 
final Doom at the great Tribunal 
of God. The King ſeeing him make 
this Lamentable End, by the Juſt 

| G 3 Ven- 
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Vengeance of Almighty God , ſpake 
-aloud to the Company ; Caſt out 
this Dogg and bury him in the 
High Way, which was preſently 
done. This Godwin had abuſed the 
Kings pious Innocence and commit- 
ed many Villanies contrary to Juſtice 
and the Laws of God. By his craf- 
ty dealing he had baniſhed almoſt all 
the Kings Relations, and Friends 
which he brought out of Normandy 
with him, hoping thereby to have all 
Things done according to his own 
Wil}, and that when theRing was de- 
prived of all his Friends, he would 
rely on his Counſel alone and follow 
his Directions in all Things. But 
the holy King never regarded his 
evil Counſels, always performing 
his Duty towards God; and fore- 
told to many that in the End, Al- 


mighty God would puniſh his Wick- 


edneſs ; Nay! even ſometimes would 
tell Godwin himſelf ſo. 
This holy King next to the prince 


of the Apoſtles had a Singular Ve- 


neration 


when they __ *Brethren (ſaid th w. | 
8 


King and Confeſſor, 67 


neration and Devotion to St. John 
the Evangeliſt, ſo much, that he 
never deny'd any Requeſt made in 
his Name. Once it happen'd that 


a poor Pilgrim importunately de- 


fired an Alms of him in the Name 
of God and St. John; the King ha- 
ving nothing ready, gave him a Ring 
off his Finger of great Value. Some 
Time after two Engliſhmen going a 
Pilgrimage to viſit the Sacred Se- 
pulcher at Jeruſalem loſt their Way 
and wandered a long Time through 
ſtrange and unfrequented Places, till 
the Sun was ſet, the dark Night ap- 


proached, and "encreaſed their Ig- 


norance and Fear, fo that they knew 


not which way to go, nor what to 
do: At laſt they met a Venerable 


grave old Man who conducted them 


to a Town, where they were kindly - 


received, and well entertained. The 


next Morning when they took their 


leave, the ſame old Man came and 
directed them the right way, and 


Tot good Cheer, and doubt not but you 
© will return to your own Country 
© in ſafety ; for Almighty God will 
© make your Journey Proſperous, 
and I my ſelf for your good King's 
© ſake will take particular Care to 
direct you in all your Ways. 1 
your King with all Love, for his 
admirable Vertue of Chaſtity 
© which highly deſerves it; Take 
© therefore this Ring which he gave 
me as an Alms, when I appeared 
© to him in the Habit of a Pilgrim, 
„and deliver it to him again, and 


K K K 6 


| Actcell him withall, that the Time 
of his Death draws near, for fix 


Months hence I will viſit him, and 
* bring him, where together with me 
© he ſhall follow the Lamb which Way 
© ſoever he goeth, Apoc. 14. 4. At 
[theſe Words he vaniſhed and they 
proceeded on their intended Jour- 
ney, and having viſited the holy 
Place they returned ſafe to their own 
© | Coun- 


am John the Apoſtle, who affect . M 
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ou Country. And faithfully related to the 
ry King what they had ſeen and heard, 
all and in Teſtimony thereof gave him 
us, | the Ring,which was afterwards kept 
g's with great Reverence as a holy Re- 
to lique in the great Church of West. 
1 minſter, and by the Virtue of it many _ 
ect . Miracles were wrought, ſeveral 
his were cured of the falling Sickneſs 
ity | and Contraction of their Limbs. 
ike | Soon after the holy Man was 
ave I feiz'd with a grievous fit of Sick- 
red £ nefs, during which he fell into fo 
im, | deep an Extaſie, that for the ſpace } 
and Jof two Days he lay without any _ 
| Sign of Life. Ar length he came 
to himſelf as if he had awaked out 
of a ſleep, opening his Ey es and 
ſitting up in his Bed, Spoke to his 
Attendants as follows. 
* When in my Youth I lived a 

* Baniſhed Man in Normandy, I ever 
held the Friendſhip and Com- 
* pany of good and virtuous. Perſons, 
© as moſt dear and grateful W 
19 3 * an 
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* and chiefly thoſe Monks, and Re- © Re 
© ligious Men that excelled in Vir- en 
tue and Religion I obſerved, and I © han 
© with them I converſed moſt famili- Pol 
* arly; among whom two Bere- || Th. 
* diftine Monks had obliged me in || © Me 
© the Bands of Charity very parti- || © thei 
© cularly unto them, by their honeſt I © deve 
© Converſation, their holy Life, their J“ ing 
* ſweet Behaviour and their affable 
and courteous Diſcourſe. Theſe inge 
© I more frequently viſited, their 
© Diſcourſes being to my Soul, as . Swal 
© Sweet Meats to the Pallat. And Sheep 
© theſe (being ſome Years ſince tran- leſs F 
© (lated out of this World to the Joys || and ( 
© of Heaven) I beheld in this my FF unfait 
© Sleep ſtanding before my Face, re- | and /y 
© hearſing (according to the Will of | neithe 
God) what ſhall befall this King- Laws, 
dom after my Deceaſe. They ſay is gr 
© that the Wickedneſs of the Engliſh} Righte 
Nation is grown ſo full, and to Cruelt 
_ -*.ſuch a Height, that it provokethJ 2Eithe! 

God's Wrath, and haſteneth his} ſpect t 
3 Revenge. 
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© Revenge. The Prieſts have brok- © 
© en their Covenant with God, they 
* handle the Sacred Myſteries with 
* Polluted Souls and defiled Hands. 
They are not true Paſtors but 
* Mercenaries, that do nor prote& 
their Flock, but expoſe it to the 


| © devouring Jaws of Wolves, ſeek- 


ing only their own private Com- 
modity of Milk and Wool neglect- 
ing the good of their Sheep, that 
* at laſt eternal Death may juſtly 
* Swallow up and devour both 
* Sheep and Shepherd in the bottom- 
* leſs Pit of Hell. The Princes alſo 
*and Governours of this Land are 
* unfaithfull; Companions of Thieves 
and waſters of the Country, they 
neither fear God, nor /honour the 
Laws, Men, to whom Truth 
is grievous and Burthenſome, 
Righteouſneſs contemptible and 
Cruelty delightful - | So thar 
neither the Prelates bear any Re- 
ſpect to Juſtice, nor the Subjects 
t have 
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have any regard to good Order 
and Diſcipline, and therefore our 
Lord hath drawn his dreadful 
* Sword, he hath bent and prepar'd 
* his Bow to ſhoot forth the Arrow 
* of his juſt Wrath, and Revenge a- 
gainſt this Nation; into which 
* he will ſend a Miſſion of Wicked 
© Spirits, to whoſe Power they ſhall 
© be delivered in one Year and a 
© Day, to be puniſhed with Fire and 
* Sword. With that Sighing and 
* grieving at the News of this Ca- 
© Jamity threatned againſt my 
© wretched Country. (O yeWitneſſes 
© of the heavenly Secrets) ſaid I, 
© what if this People being convert- 
ed from::their Wickedneſs ſhall do 
* worthqo! Works of Penance, will 
not God grant them Pardon, and 
leave his Bleſſing among them! 
* Penance'is of ſuch Force that 1 


© ſuſpended the dreadful Sentence 


* of Death pronounced by Gods ow! 
Mouth - againſt, the Ninivite, 
8285 Joan, 
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Joan. 2. and alſo defer'd the emi- 
nent Revenge due to wicked A. 
© chab. 3. Reg. 21. Therefore I will 
perſwade my People to do pe- 
nance for their Offences paſt, and 
carefully to avoid thoſe to come, 
* and perhaps our Lord will be mer- 
* ciful, and not pour out theſe great 
© Calamities upon them, but with 
* his wonted Pity will receive them, 
then return'd unto. his Service, 
* whom perverted from him by their 
wicked Life, he was prepar'd to 
* puniſh and deſtroy, with his heavy 
Judgment. No, no (reply'd they) 
* If will not fall out ſo e 3 
* for the Hearts of theſe miſerable 
* People are fo harden'd, their Eyes 
* ſo blinded, and their. Ears ſo faſt 
* damn'd up againſt all Goodneſs, 
* that they will neither hearken to 
any Correction, nor underſtand a- 
* ny good Council; they are nei- 
* ther. by Threats terrified, from E- 
c vil, nor with Benefits provok d 

. | © ul» 
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have any regard to good Order 
© and Diſcipline, and therefore our 
Lord hath drawn his dreadful 
Sword, he hath bent and prepar'd 
* his Bow to ſhoot forth the Arrow 
* of his juſt Wrath, and Revenge a- 
* gainſt this Nation; into which 
© he will ſend a Miſſion of Wicked 
Spirits, to whoſe Power they ſhall ]! Cals 
© be delivered in one Year and afff © his v 
© Day, to be puniſhed with Fire and then 
Sword. With that Sighing and | who, 
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Joan. 2. and alſo defer'd the emi- 


nent Revenge due to wicked A- 


© chab. 3. Reg. 21. Therefore I will 
© perſwade my People to do Pe- 
nance for their Offences paſt, and 
© carefully. to avoid thoſe to come, 
and perhaps our Lord will be mer- 
* ciful, and not pour out theſe great 
© Calamities upon them, but with 
© his wonted Pity will receive them, 
© then return'd unto. his Service, 
* whom perverted from him by their 
* wicked Life, he was prepar'd to 
* puniſh and Ceſtroy with his heavy 
Judgment. No, no (reply'd they) 
it will not fall out ſo h 

© for the Hearts of theſe miſerable 
* People are ſo harden'd, their Eyes 
© ſo blinded, and their. Ears ſo faſt 
* damn'd up againſt all Goodneſs, 


* that they will neither hearken to 


any Correction, nor underſtand a- 


{© ny good Council ; they are nei- 


* ther. by Threats terrified, from E- 
d Yil, nor with Benefits provok d 
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+ unto Good. At theſe Words my 
y rief and Care N * 
© faid 1, Will our Lord ſhew bis 
*ger ff for ever? Will he not at 5212 
0 be more paciſed? Pfat. 78. 
When then ſha Joys fucceed theſe 

« fo many Miferies, what Comfort 
* © of Conſolation ſhall moderate theſe 
* great Adverſities? What Reme- 
dy is to be expected in theſe Fat 
8 * Evils that as on the one Si 
© ATE terrified, and cantriltuied” 3 46 
our future Rebukes, ſo we may 
be a little comforted with the 
* Promiſe of the Divine 'Mercy that 
© follows them? Hereunto the Saints 
propos d unto me this Parable. 
When a a green Tree cut down. from rhe 
Stock, and remov'd three Furlong s di- 
ant "from his own Rovt, ſhall without 
the Help of 07, Mar Bib, or 
any external Aid, return to his own 
= and place it ſetf * 2 
ume Tuice again to iſß, and bring 
forth — bat pt befere, fome 


Com- 


King and Confeſſor. 
Comfort be hop d for, in 1 
| En Remedy againſt the 
foretold . s may be expe} - 
Having faid thus, they re 
© to Heaven and 1 $0980: and nay 
© ſelf again. 
When the King related this Vi- 
fon, the Queen, Robert Keeper ot 
the ſacred Palace, Dake Herold and 
wicked Stigand were preſent, this 
Stigand defil'd his Father's Bed and 
had impiouſly invaded the Archi- 
epiſcopal See of Canterbury, during 
the Life time of Robert ** true 
Archbiſhop: For which Offence he 
was afterwards ſuſpended by _ = 
Alexander the ſecond, and by a 
Councel held at Winchefter by the 
fame Pope's Legats and the Biſhops 
and Abbots of England, he was de- 
pos'd from all Epiſcopal -Dignity; KM 
and caſt into Priſon by the Com- 
mand of - Witkam the ueron, © 
where he ended his wicked Lite, 
wats a moſt deplorable and.deſerv'd 
H 2 Death. 
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Death. Tho' Stigand was preſent 
at the King's Narration, his Soul 
was ſo averſe to all Goodneis, that he 


ſeem'd more obdurate, at the dread- 
ful: Prediction, than terrified at the 


threatning Oracle, not believing 


the pious Relatour, but murmuring 
within himſelf, laugh'd and ſaid, 
the King began to dote in his Old Age. 
But the reſt: more piouſly inclined 
lamented and wept bitterly, know- 
ing well the Prelates and Prin- 
ces were too Licentious in their 
Lives. | 

Some are of Opinion, that the 
foreſaid Parable is grounded upon 
Impoſibilities; and theſe were chief- 
ly ſuch as bewail'd that the Nobi- 
lity of the Realm was come to ſo 
low an Ebb, and ſo far ſpent, that 
there was neither King, nor Biſhop, 
Abbot nor Prince of the ſame Na- 
tion ſcarce to be ſeen. in England. 
But quite of another Opinion am I, 
(ſaith Alured) eſpecially becauſe St. 


Duns 
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Dun t an did both foretel that this: 
Calamity Mou'd befalb us, and yet 
afterwards promis'd a comfortable. 
Redreſs. Thus then it may be ex- 
pounded .: This Tree ſignified the 
Kingdom of England in Glory beau- 
titul, in Delights and Riches plen- 
tifal, and in the Excellency of the: 
Royal Dignity moſt eminent. The 
Root from whence all this Honour) 
proceeded, was the Royal Stem 
or Race which from Alfred (who: 
was the firſt of the Engliſh Kings. 
anointed and conſecrated by the: 
Pope) deſcended by a direct Line 
of Succeſlion from St. Edward. The 
Tree was cut off from the Stoch 
when the Kingdom being divided 
from this Royal Iſſue, was tranſla- 
ted to another Linage : The Di- 
ſtance of the three Furlongs, ſhews 
that during the Reign of -three 
Kings, there ſhou'd be no mutual 
Participation betwixt the new and 
ancient Race of Kings; for Ha- 

x H 3 rold 


| 
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| rold ſucceeded King Edward, next | the 
| to him came in Willam the Con- hatl 
| ueror, and aſter him his Son Wil-. cula 


liam Rufus, And this Royal Tree B 
took Root again, when Ferry the Kin; 
firſt to whom all regal Dignity was fing 
F tranſported, neither by Force com- his 
| 1 nor urg'd with Hope of Gain, || the 
| t really taken with an Affection muſt 
of Love, married Mawd Daughter he « 
of Edwards Niece, joining and u- that 
niting together by this Marriage be 
the Blood Royal of the Normans | and 
and Ergl:;ſh., Then this Tree did Bene 


truly flouriſh, when of this united fices 
Royalty, Mamd the Empreſs was whic 
begotten :* And then it brought and 
forth Fruit, when by her we had out 
Henry the ſecond, who united both | yield 
Nations together. And by this we Han 
now ſee England hath an Engliſh ] recel 
King, as alſo Biſhops, Abbots, Prin- rious 
ces and Knights of the ancient Race, || in © 
| derivd from this Union of both lancl 
Nations. And this 1 take to 5 ſed 
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the Meaning of the Revelation and 

hath been fulfild - by theſe Parti- 
culars. 

But to return to our Bleſſed 
King, whoſe Sickneſs ſtill encrea- 
fing made him evidently ſenſible of 
his Approaching Death, and that 
the Hour was at Hand wherein he 
muſt depart this World, therefore 
he commanded it to be told abroad 
that he was dead, for fear it ſhou'd 
be neglected when it did happen, 
and thereby he ſhou'd looſe the 
Benefit of the Prayers and Sacri- 
fices of the Clergy and People, 
which - he always 2 der d 
and ſoon after the holy King ot 
out with the Burthen of Old Ape, 
yielded up his bleſſed Soul into the 
Hands of his merciful Redeemer to 
receive the Reward of his merito- 
rious Labours. And Death which 
in others appears a Scene of Me- 
lancholly and Horror, in this bleſ- 
ſed Corps ſeem'd moſt — 
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and amiable, his Face ſnining like 
to the Sun. This | glorious King, 
and bountiful Benefactor of the Be- 
nedictine Monks, died the 5th of Ja- 
nuary in the Year of Chriſt one 
Thouſand ſixty ſix, he reign'd twen- 
ty three Years, ſix Months and 


nourably interr'd in St. Peter's 
Church, which he himſelf built and 
had been conſecrated in the time 
of his laſt Sickneſs on Holy-Innocents 
Day. | 


of this bleſſed Saint have ſince been 
wrought at his Sepulchre, among 
which one Ralph a Norman, who 
many Years by the ContraQion of 
his Sinews had been ſo lame of his 
Legs, that with great Difficulty he 
cou'd only creep on his Hands and 
hinder Parts, but coming to the 
Tomb of St. Edward the eight Day 
after his Burial, and making his 


twenty ſeven Days, and was ho- 


© Many Miracles by the Merits 


Prayers to Almighty God and: * 
Dil 810 


- glorious Saint, he was, perfeQly 


to him, they humbly beſought his 


Likwiſe the Bell Ringer of Neft min- 


King and, Conſeſor, z. 


„ „% ,„%%./dc9 ( — —— 1 


cur'd of his Infirmit . 
About twenty Days after his 
Burial Six blind Men, led by a Man 
which had only one Eye, to the 
Tomb of this Bleſſed Saint, where 
Sorrowfully expreſſing their Miſery 


Aſſiſtance for Remedy of their per- 
etual Darkneſs; and immediately 
y God's Bleſſing and this HolySaints 

Merits, they were all perfectly re- 

ſtored to their Sight, and returned 

home without the help of a Guide. 
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ſter Church being blind uſed to pray 
Daily at St. Edward's Tomb, and one 
Night he heard a Voice call him by. 
his Name and bid him riſe and go 

to the Church, and as he went, = 
ſeem'd to ſee. St. Edward in great 
glory going before him; and from 
that Time, ever after he enjoyed 
the Bleſſing of his Eye Sight. Alſo 
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2 Monk of Weſtminſter a holy and 
learned Man, one Sir Guerin 4 
Knight, and ax Man of Rarien, were 
all cured of Quartan Agues by pray- 
ing at his Sacred Shrine. 

I The maſt remarkable Miracle that 
happen d at his Tomb, was that 
whereby St. Wolftan, was confirmed 
in his Episcopal Dignity, which is 
recorded inhis Life written bySezares 
Bravon; the Hiſtory relates it thus. 
King William the Conquerour ha- 
ving a mind to prefer ſome of his owa 
country Men, attempted to depoſe 
St. Wolſtan Biſhop of Worceſter, un- 
der pretence of his inſufficiency. of 
Learning, which Lanfrank Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury readily a 

to, and commanded the holy Man to 
deliver up his Staff and Ring. Mol- 
ſtan without any diſorder or ſurpriſe 
food up holding his Croſier in 
his Hand, and ſaid. © My Lord 
* Archbiſhop, I know that I am nei- 
tber worthy of this Honour, nor 

| _ © capable © 


© capable of fo great a Charge, and 


+ ftoral Staff which you gave not, 


ly Tam fo far from being ignorant 
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5 this © AO _ bn elected 
6 by the s, but the Brſhops com- 
N Abet me, and the holy King Ed- 
© ward invited me to accept this 
Office. And by the Aathority of 
the See Apoſtolick he lay'd this 
© Charge on my Unworthinefſs, and 
by this Staff inveſted me with Epiſ- 
© copat Dignity. Now you com- 
© mand me to deliver up my pa- 


and would take away the Office 
© which you did not beſtow. True- 


© of my own inſufficiency, that I moſt 
© willingly Sabmit to the Sentence 
© of this Holy Confiſtory, and 1 
will accordingly reſign my Staff 
and Office; but to whom? To 
yon? No, but to him by whoſe 
Authority firſt receiv'd it. Ha- 
ving flniſfrd his Diſcourſe, he went 
dire ly to King Edwerds Shrine, 
and addre£6'd himſelf to that bleſſed 

| Saint, 
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Baint in this Manner. Thou know- 
Zeſt, my ſovereign Lord, how un- 
* willing 1 was to undertake this 
© Charge and how often I abſented 
my {elf when called to receive it. 

I confeſs I did not act the Part of a 
© wiſe Man to take it, but thou did'ſt 
oblige me to it. And although I 
was elected by my Brethren, fa- 
voured by the Nobility and ap- 

proved on by the Biſhops; yet thy 
* own Commands had more influence 
than all theſe to perſwade me to 
© accept it. But now new Lords, 
new Laws, our new. Archbiſhop 
and our new King make new De- 
crees, and promulgate new Opi- 
_ * nions, they ſeem to condemn thee 
of Error, who didſt command, 
and me of Pre ſumption, who did 
obey, and then indeed as a mor- 
tal Man thou mighteſt be deceiy'd 
but canſt thou now, being in- 
* ſpird by the living God ? There- 
- fore I will not reſign to them, 
| 5 n 
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that ca What (they: go Gund - 
i. who: being Human (Exeaf97coumay | 
Gy IT d bendeceig;d,o hun un- 

ta thee ho Be it. 

. who. nom sep hn Scha 
© ee it ſelf, art not 19057 if 
any. ake, to/thee L moſt -wile 
aan rehgn; mne, oi Office, 
ta thy Gate 1 eammit the Charge 

- of thoſe than did, Rech re- 
commend unto me, and te thee 
ol may ſecurely .leave.:chemy.thy 
Merits being; ſo well known to 

me. Lifting up his Hand he: ſtuck 
his Croſier into the Stone; that co: 
ver'd.: his Tomb; ſaying, Take it 
ti my ſovereign Lord and: give; it to 

* whom: thee pleaſeth, and putting 
off his, Pontificalibus-he-retarn/d 0 
the Habit of a; Monk. The to- 
ſier ſtuck ſo faſt in the Stone, blut 
it cou d not be drawn out by dby* 
Means, which was immediately told 
to the Council; from hence Lan 
_ ſent * * | 


miring at it, criede out, This 5s the 
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cheſter to the Tomb 10 fetch it? 
hut he return'd without His Errand 
for he cou d not ſtir it with” all his 
Strength, Lanfrant hearin this was 
ſurpriz d at the Mörneleß ad! the 
King together with kim and the 
other Biſhops went to the Tomb 
and Lenfrack (firſt praying to Al- 
mighty God) attem ed *td take it 
away, but in vain.” The King ad- 


| Handy Vork of G ham elf. The 
| Archbiſhop wept for Grief and in- 
geniouſly confeſſed his Fault to the 
holy Man, ſaying, © Verily our Lord 
is Juſt, and he walketh with the 
6 Simple, and his Communication 
is with thoſe that are humble, cilit. 
dear Brother we Have deride®@ [| ſoft | 
© thy holy Simplicity, but God hath' | ſeein 


_ © ſhew'd forth thy Jaſtice, as the | and! 
** Day-light ! Our raſh judgment. they 
© hath'err'd againſt thee, and hath- | (full 
made known to the World thy they) 
' - Simplicity ſo gratefud unto 1 him, 
J 
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By the Authority therefore of the 


Office which we exerciſe, or ra- 
ther by the Judgment of God him- 
© ſelf, which hath convinc'd us, we 
again reſtore thee ta thy Digni- 
© ty, and impoſe the Charge upon 
© thee, which we unadviſediy en- 
© deavour'd to take away.. But Wol- 

an deſired to be excus'd altedging 


his Inability, and: that ſo high an 


Office ought to be ſupplied by a 
Perſon more worthy than himſelf, 
till at length by further Eutreaties 
they prevail'd with him to under» 
take it, and in Preſence of them 


all he went to the Tomb and drew 


out the Croſier with as much Fa- 


cility as if it had been ſtuck in 


ſoft Clay. The King and Lanfrank 
ſeeing that fell down at his Feet 
and begg'd Pardon for the Injuſtice 
they had done him, the holy Man 


(full as humble and courteous as 
they) ſeeing them proſtrated before 


him, with all Submiſſion proſtrated 
12 like- 


ee nor | ariſe fill 
the Archbiſhop had given him his 
Benediction, when that m Mong 


be return'd to his Flock, 
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. ht Six Vears after eden 
ofthis glorious King, his Sepulcher 
was opened at the Requeſt 1 the 
People and. his Sacred: Body was 
found per ſacly entire withtuit the 
| leaſt gn of Corruption; but with 
the ſame Euſſre and Glory it Hud 
t hisi Decenſe; caſting forth . moſt 
— Delightfub Savours 
to-the: inexpreſſible Joy and Satiſ- 
ſactiom of all that were: pre ſent ; 
the Linen wherin he was wraped 
remained as frei and pure as when 
f "x was: cor eppes to that holy 
* 
y tüte and many other Miracles 
weotight by the Merits of this Glo» 
vious Saint and the importunate De- 
ſires of King Henry the ſetond and 
the Clergy of England Pope Alex- 
* the third was move to can- 
non- 


Ronize. him, and .commanded the 
Feaſt of his Anniverſary to becele- Þ} 
brated throughout. all England, 
which was conſtantly obſerved by 
his Succeſſors with great Solemnity - 
and Devotion, but moſt particularly 
by. Henry the third, who faſted the 
Eve. with Bread and Water and 
giving of Alms, and the next Day 
aſſiſted , at the Ceremony of high RY 
Maſs which was celebrated at Vet- 
minſter with great Solemaity and 
Magaificence, and afterwards Splen- Mt 
didly entertained the Nobility with 
a Sumptuous 0er in Honour of 
the Bleſſed St. Edward who he was 
more piouſly affected to then any o- 
- ther of the Saints. Wee 

| A Woman that _contemptibly 
work't on St. Edward's Day, was 
ſuddenly Stricken with a Pally, and 
could get no relief till hrought to 
the Bleſſed Saint's Sepulcher, and 
with ſorowfull Tears confeſſing her 
Fault and begging relief in her de- 
Ne 3 plorable 
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13 plorable Condition ſhe was. reftored 
to her Health again. 5 
Let us therefore this 


N 


Day give 


Praiſe to Almighty God for the ex- 


cellent Gifts, wherewith he bath 
honour'd this bleſſed King, In _choo- 


Ling him to fo great Glory, even 


ing 


before he was born, and for reveal- 
unto him the great Favours 
promis'd unto the Kingdom of Eng- 


land, ſo long before they happen'd, 


and above all for that moſt admi- 


rable and moſt ineſtimable Bleſſing 
of curing the King's Evil which he 
hath been pleas'd to grant as a per- 
petual Inheritance (for his ſake) to 
all the Lawful Sovereigns of this 


Kingdom. And let us ever after 


endeavour to immitate the pious 


Examples of his ſacred Vertues, vis. 
his -unblemiſh'd Chaſtity, entirely 
conſerved ſa many Years in the ho- 
Iy State of Matrimony, his Juſtice 
in doing right to the Injur'd, and 


his moſt incomparable Humility and 
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Charity to help the Diſtreſs'd. __And 
let us ſtrive (from this Day) to 
ſerve our bountiful- Creator with all 
Duty and Affection, ſeeing how 
highly he prefereth and honoureth 
his Saints, how+ he exalteth them 
with Miracles and ſo gloriouſly re- 
compenſeth their Service, giving 
Peace, Health , and Proſperity. to 
Kingdoms, by their Interceſſion and 
in the End crowneth their Labours 
by making them immortal Courtiers 
1n the Kingdom of Heaven, a Dig- 
nity, which far excelleth the moſt Þ} 
potent Sovereiguity this vain World 
affords, 8 1 
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Soli Deo Gloria. 
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